Pronouns 

On the basis of the ability of showing a three-way opposition in 
person, viz,, I, II and III persons, the pronouns could be differen- 
tiated from the nouns and the demonstratives as in : 



m 
no 
pa 
li 



'you' 

'he' 

'she' 



The pronouns also show a three-way opposition in number 
viz, singular, dual and plural, as in : 



(i) ni 

nikuzo 

ninvl 
(ii) no 

nokuzo 

(ill) pa 

pama 
pananu 



*We (two)' 
'We (plural)' 
•you (sg)' 
*you(dual)' 
'you(pl)' etc, 

'he' 

'they (dual) 

'they(plural) 



whereas the demonstratives show only a two-way opposition in 
number viz., singular vs plural as in : 



hi 

hipaq(S 



'this' 
'these' 



the nouns are capable of showing a three-way opposition in number, 
but usually do not mark this difference : e.g. 



timi lakh) 
timl ktma 
tindqo 



one man 
'two men' 
*men' 



Even here nouns referring to non-human beings do not take the 
form kima which indicates duality. 



Nouns 

The nouns in Sema are capable of taking gender, number and 
case markers including the postpositions and could also function 
as the nucleus of a noun phrase as in : 

anuye *the child' 

amsili 'she buffalo' 
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amsili *she buffalo without issue* 
amisict 'he baffalo' 
anulono *from the child' 
amsiq($ 'buffaloes' 
ana airulo kttt 'too little rice' 

(lit. rice little too) etc. 

A noun may be formally defined as that grammatical class 
which on the paradigmatic axis is capable of taking gender and 
case markers and on the syntagmatic axis is capable of being an 
i/c of postpositions and particles including the plural morpheme 
and functions as the nucleus of a NP. 

Verbs 

On the paradigmatic axis, a verb in Sema is capable of showing 
opposition in tense, model and aspect as in : 

niye asi cunani 'I will eat meat' 

niye asi cuwe 'I ate meat' 

asi ciilo *eat mcat(imp)' 

niye asi cucey 'I was eating meat (habitual)' etc. 

On the syntagmatic axis, a verb in Sema is the nucleus of a VP. 
In addition to a verb, a VP may have a NP and or an adverb phrase 
as in : 

niye asi ciinani 'I will eat meat' 

niye isi asi cunani 'I will eat meat today' 

niye ana kini ani 'I have two children' etc. 

A verb may therefore be defined as that grammatical class 
which on the paradigmatic axis is capable of showing opposition in 
tense, model and aspect and on the syntagmetic axis is the nucleus 
of a verb phrase. 



Adjectives 

An adjective is usually in attributive construction with a noun 
and may either follow or precede a noun with which it is in cons- 
truction, i.e.y a sub-class of adjectives always follow the noun con- 
cerned, while another sub-class precedes the noun and yet some 
others could either follow or precede the noun with which it is in 
construction with. e.g. 

azt ayulo 'some water' 

akuhu zt *red water' 

ayeyi kimka akima yeyi 'hard ground' 

And in attributive construction an adjective is capable of 
taking the plural marker, as in : 

akiqo 'houses' 

aki zeuqo 'large houses' 

An adjective can also occur in a predicative complement i.e. 
in a NPi IMPg type of sentence the adjective can occur alone 
in the slot of NPg as in : 

anuye akipici 'the child (is) lazy' 

When an adjective occurs in the NP2 position of a NPi 
NP2 type of sentence, the adjective is capable of taking the past 
tense marker** as in : 

hiye kize ke 'it was big' 

The adjectives, however, do not take present and future 
tense markers, as in : 

hiye kize 'it is big' 

hiye kize sinani 'it will be big' 

(Ht. it big do will) 
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An adjective can be the nucleus of an adjective phrase consis- 
ting of an adjective and one or more intensifiers, as in : 

chilo kttt 'too much' 

ytYOno yirono qhemyay *very very tall' etc. 

An adjective can be formally defined as that sub-class of inde- 
clinables which at the syntagmatic level functions as an attributive 
of a noun and is capable of functioning as the nucleus of an ad- 
jective phrase and is also capable of occurring in NPa position in a 
NPi NPa type of sentence. When occurring in the NP2 position 
of a NPi NP2 sentence, it is capable of taking the past tense 
marker ke. 



3,7.1*2 Major type of sentences 

The major type of sentences can be sub-divided into three, 
viz, simple, complex and compound, for instance : 

1. ino uni *I will go' 

2. pano z4 aye ino linl *! will go if he sleeps* 

3. hatoliztweenoekiliuwya *Hatoli slept and Ekili went' 

In the iUustrative examples given above, the sentence I consists 
of a single clause, while sentences 2 and 3 consist of two clauses 
each. Between sentences 2 and 3 both of which have two clauses, 
the sentence 2 consists of a principal clause and a subordinate 
clause and the sentence 3 consists of two principal clauses con- 
nected by a particle. The sentences 1, 2 and 3 are instances res- 
pectively of simple, complex and compound sentences. From 
this it could be stated that the criteria for sub-dividing the major 
type of sentences is the number of clauses each sentence has and 
the type or relationship the clauses within a sentences has amongst 
themselves. On the basis of these criteria, the three types of sen- 
tences can be formally delBned as : 

(1) Simple sentence : Any sentence having a princiapl clause 

alone is a simple sentence in Sema. 

(2) Complex sentence : Any sentence having two clauses of 

which one is a principal clause and the other is a subordi- 
nate clause is a complex sentence in Sema, thougL some- 
times the subordinate clause is not overtly expressed. 

(3) Compound sentence : Any sentence having two or more 
clauses of which at least two are principal clauses is a 
compound sentence in Sema. 
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